Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application. 

1-25. (Canceled). 

26. (Currently Amended) A method employed within a system that includes a 
network comprising: 

defining a class hierarchy comprising a controller class, a tracing sub-class, 
and a logging sub-class, wherein the controller class is a parent class to the tracing 
sub-class and the logging sub-class; 

creating an instance of the tracing sub-class that is associated with specified 
program code reg i ons locations of an application, the tracing sub-class instance to 
receive and process tracing method calls generated by the application when the 
specified program code reg i ons locations are executed , the instance of the tracing 
sub-class to send tracing messages in response to the tracing method calls to a 
same trace file even though the tracing method calls originate from different 
locations within the application, the instance of the tracing sub-class having an 
associated hierarchy of locations within the application, the hierarchy including a 
plurality of more specific location nodes that reside below a less specific location 
node, each one of the more specific location nodes corresponding to one of the 
different location within the application that is capable of providing to the instance of 
the tracing sub class at least some of the tracing method calls that are to be forward 
to the same trace file, the less specific location node representing the same trace 
file: and 
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creating an instance of the logging sub-class that is associated with specified 
categories of the system, the logging instance to receive and process logging 
method calls from components associated with the categories , the instance of the 
logging sub-class to send logging messages in response to the logging method calls 
to a same log file even though the logging method calls originate from different 
categories within the system, the instance of the logging sub-class having an 
associated hierarchy of categories within the system, the hierarchy including a 
plurality of more specific category nodes that reside below a less specific category 
node, each one of the more specific category nodes corresponding to one of the 
different categories within the system that is capable of providing to the instance of 
the logging sub class at least some of the logging method calls that are to be 
forward to the same log file, the less specific category node representing the same 
log file : and, 

filtering the tracing method ca ll s messages and the logging m e thod ca ll s 
messages according to a specified trace message filtering policy and logging 
message filtering policy, respectively, the filtering preventing tho ca ll s at least a 
portion of the tracing messages and the logging message from respectively reaching 
the rospoct i vo trace files and the log file[[e]]. 

27. (Original) The method as in claim 26 wherein the instance of the tracing 
sub-class further identifies a tracing severity level associated with the tracing method 
calls and to process the tracing method calls based on the tracing severity level. 

28. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 27 wherein the instance of 
the tracing subclass processes the tracing method calls by comparing the tracing 
severity level of the method calls to a tracing severity threshold, wherein if the 
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tracing severity level is equal to or greater than the tracing severity threshold, a trace 
message is sent to a f i rst output dost i nat i on the same trace file . 

29. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim [[27]]28 wherein the 
instance of the logging sub-class identifies a logging severity level associated with 
the logging method calls and to process the logging method calls based on the 
logging severity level. 

30. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 29 wherein the instance of 
the logging subclass processes the logging method calls by comparing the logging 
severity level of the method calls to a logging severity threshold, wherein if the 
logging severity level is equal to or greater than the logging severity threshold, a log 
message is sent to a socond output dest i nat i on the same log file . 

31. (Canceled). 

32. (Canceled). 

33. (Canceled). 

34. (Currently Amended) An article of manufacture having program code 
stored thereon which, when executed by a machine cause the machine to perform 
the operations of: 

defining a class hierarchy comprising a controller class, a tracing sub-class, 
and a logging sub-class, wherein the controller class is a parent class to the tracing 
sub-class and the logging sub-class; 
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creating an instance of the tracing sub-class associated with specified 
program code regions of an application, the tracing instance to receive and process 
tracing method calls generated by the application when the specified program code 
regions are executed; and 

creating an instance of the logging sub-class associated with specified 
categories of a system that i nc l udes a network , the logging instance to receive and 
process logging method calls from components associated with the categories; 

filtering the tracing method calls and the logging method calls according to a 
specified trace message filtering policy and logging message filtering policy, 
respectively, the filtering preventing the calls from reaching respective trace files and 
log files. 

35. (Original) The article of manufacture as in claim 34 wherein the instance 
of the tracing sub-class further identifies a tracing severity level associated with the 
tracing method calls and to process the tracing method calls based on the tracing 
severity level. 

36. (Currently Amended) The article of manufacture as in claim 35 wherein 
the instance of the tracing subclass processes the tracing method calls by 
comparing the tracing severity level of the method calls to a tracing severity 
threshold, wherein if the tracing severity level is equal to or greater than the tracing 
severity threshold, a trace message is sent to a f i rst output dost i nat i on the same 
trace file . 

37. (New) The method as in claim 30 wherein one of the instances sends 
both tracing messages and logging messages. 
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